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The 2014 Nominating Committee of the Pittsburgh Section of the American Chemical Society submits 
the following slate of candidates for Section office for 2014. All persons nominated are members of the 
society and have agreed to serve if elected.  Only members of the Pittsburgh Section of the American 
Chemical Society are eligible to vote. The polls will open on November 3rd. Please note that all ballots 
must be received by November 17, 2014 at 11:59 PM, when polls close. 

 
CHAIR-ELECT (vote for 1) 
Evonne Baldauff 

 
SECRETARY (vote for 1) 
Logan Miller 

 
TREASURER-ELECT (vote for 1) 
Kelley Colopietro 
Ivy Stelzner 

DIRECTOR (vote for 1) 
Heather Juzwa 
 
COUNCILOR (vote for 2) 
Michelle Coffman 
Michael Mautino 
Brian Strohmeier 

Michelle Ward

 
Unless you receive a paper copy of The Crucible, and assuming you are a member in good standing, you 
will receive your ballot electronically via a notification and code from www.vote-now.com. The polls can 
open on November 3rd and close November 17th at11:59 pm EST. 

For ballot questions, please contact: 

Logan Miller 
Secretary - ACS Pittsburgh Section 
miller.logant@gmail.com 

 
C A N D I D A T E  B I O G R A P H I E S 

 
CHAIR-ELECT 

 
Evonne Baldauff received her B.S. in chemistry from Grove City College in 2000 followed by a Ph.D. in 

inorganic chemistry from Purdue University.  She currently serves as Chair of the Department of Chemistry 

& Forensic Science at Waynesburg University where she is an Associate Professor of chemistry. Her 

research interests range from characterizing inorganic materials to studying learning outcomes in the 

general chemistry laboratory.  She served as the ACS Pittsburgh Section Secretary in 2013, Treasurer-elect 

in 2014, and advises the Waynesburg University ACS student chapter.  

http://www.vote-now.com/
mailto:miller.logant@gmail.com


 

SECRETARY 
 
Logan Miller received his B.S. in Chemistry with an emphasis in biochemistry and forensic chemistry from 

Slippery Rock University of Pennsylvania (SRU). While at SRU Logan was involved in a multi-year, 

independent research project involving intracellular protein analysis for apoptotic response in human 

myelogenous leukemia cells. In addition, he attended two academic meetings at Experimental Biology as a 

first author presenter. Logan also successful wrote and received three independent grants to fund his 

research while at SRU. Currently, he is a third year chemistry Ph.D. student at Duquesne University. He is 

working in Dr. H.M. “Skip” Kingston’s research group, which focuses on analytical techniques for the 

betterment of environmental human health measurements. His research interests range from developing 

separation methods for the quantification of human biomarkers using nanoESI-LC/MS/MS technology to 

laser ablation/MALDI quantification using Speciated Isotope Dilution Mass Spectrometry. He has attended 

and presented at both the PittCon Conference as well the American Society for Mass Spectrometry 

conference. Logan is actively involved in numerous committees with both SACP and SSP. In addition, he is 

currently the secretary for Duquesne University’s Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry Phi Lambda 

Upsilon chemistry honor society. Logan is a founding member of Duquesne University’s graduate student 

mass spectrometry committee that helps in overseeing operation of the mass spectrometry facility. In 

addition, he currently serves as the mass spectrometry graduate assistant that manages daily operation 

and routine maintenance of the facility; additional responsibilities include analyzing samples submitted 

from inorganic and organic chemistry groups within the department on high resolution mass 

spectrometers. In addition to the mass spectrometry committee he is also a founding member of the 

chemistry department’s safety committee. He is also currently serving as the secretary of the Pittsburgh 

Section of the ACS. 

TREASURER-ELECT 
 
Kelley Colopietro received her B.S. in Chemistry from the University of Pittsburgh in April of 2013. As a full-

time undergraduate she worked in multiple research labs including the McGowan Institute of Regenerative 

Medicine as well as the University of Pittsburgh Bioengineering Laboratories. She was also an 

undergraduate teaching assistant for the analytical chemistry labs at the University of Pittsburgh for three 

years. After graduation Kelley temporarily joined Phigenics as an analyst who performed tests on the water 

at the Pittsburgh VA hospital system. She is currently employed at Environmental Service Labs as an 

Environmental Engineer. Kelley will begin attending the Swanson School of Engineering this upcoming 

spring in pursuit of her graduate degree in the field of nuclear engineering. She currently serves on the 

Executive Board of the Greater Pittsburgh Area Women Chemists Committee as their Fundraising Chair. 

She is active in the Society of Women Engineers as well as the American Nuclear Society.  She is looking to 

become more involved with the ACS and is enthusiastic about making a positive impact as well as 

promoting the sciences in the Pittsburgh community.  

Ivy Stelzner received her B.S. in Chemistry and B.S. in Forensic and Investigative Science with an emphasis 

in Forensic Chemistry from West Virginia University. While at WVU, she was a member of Phi Lambda 

Upsilon and Alpha Phi Omega. She completed an internship at the Naval Criminal Investigative Service as a 

Forensic and Biometric intern.  After graduating, she worked for 3 years at Precision Therapeutics, Inc. 

performing their ChemoFX® chemosensitivity and response assay. Currently, she works for Kop-Coat, Inc. 

as their Analytical Chemist. Ivy just completed a Sci-Mind Separation Sciences course through the ACS.  She 

is excited to become more involved with the ACS and the Pittsburgh section. During her free time she 



enjoys a mixture of reading, watching any Pittsburgh sports’ team, and any activity that can get her 

outdoors such as skiing, running, and hiking. 

 

DIRECTOR 
 
Heather Juzwa is a Senior Field Sales Engineer at Shimadzu Scientific Instruments and has been since 

October of 2006.  She graduated from the University of Pittsburgh in 2000 with an honors bachelors’ 

degree in Chemistry.  While performing undergraduate research with Dr. Paul Rasmussen, she created 

alternative experiments for the undergraduate Instrumental Analysis laboratory.  Having a passion for 

instrumentation, she was hired by Hitachi Instruments upon graduation.   Heather has also held a position 

at Digilab, a division of Bio-Rad, which was subsequently purchased by Varian.  Heather’s service to the 

field of chemistry began as an undergraduate and has continued throughout her career.  She served as the 

Secretary of the American Chemical Society – Student Affiliates while a senior at the University of 

Pittsburgh and has remained in the ACS since then.  In 2008, she was Treasurer of the newly formed 

Younger Chemists Committee.  She served as Chair of the Pittsburgh Section in 2011 and currently serves 

as Webmaster for the Pittsburgh Section website.  As webmaster, Heather worked with the Executive 

Committee to implement more uniform reporting for ACS National, paving the way for the section to tout 

their hard work and thus receive an esteemed ChemLuminary for being an Outstanding Large Local Section 

for 2012.  It was by Heather’s efforts that The Crucible newsletter was made electronic, saving the section 

thousands of dollars in printing costs.  Heather also served as Chair of the Society for Analytical Chemists of 

Pittsburgh in 2013-2014.  For many years, she has happily served on and chaired many committees of the 

Society for Analytical Chemists of Pittsburgh, the Spectroscopy Society of Pittsburgh, and the Pittcon 

committee and looks forward to playing key roles in these organizations for years to come.  These 

committees include including the Mass Spec Discussion Group, Technology Forum, Technical Program, 

Membership and Directory, Student Affiliates, Employment, Continuing Education, Tripartite Symposium, 

Carnegie Science Fair, Marketing, Short Courses and Faraday Lecture Series.  Currently, Heather is the 

General co-Chair of the Central Regional Meeting that is coming to Pittsburgh in October 2014.  Heather 

Juzwa is interested in serving as a Councilor of the ACS to continue and expand her service to the field of 

chemistry and to foster a collegial community for Pittsburgh’s scientists. 

COUNCILOR 
 
Michelle Coffman received her B.S. in Chemistry from Gannon University, her M.S. in Chemistry from the 

University of Pittsburgh, and her M.Ed. in Secondary Education from Slippery Rock University.  Michelle 

was the Program Director of the Chemical Laboratory Technician Program at Bidwell Training Center, Inc., 

from 2000 until 2008.  This program trains entry-level technicians in a variety of fields within the chemical 

industry.  While at Bidwell, Michelle and her students were involved and belonged to the Western 

Pennsylvania Technician Affiliate Group of the ACS and volunteered during National Chemistry Week at 

Carnegie Science Center.  She has also volunteered as a judge and has been Chair of the Senior Chemistry 

division at the Pittsburgh Regional Science and Engineering Fair since 2007.  Michelle has previously 

worked as an Environmental Scientist at Baker Environmental, Inc., and currently works for Tetra Tech, 

Inc., an environmental consulting firm where she works on a variety of environmental projects.  Michelle 

has been a member of ACS for over years 19.  Michelle currently serves on the Committee of Technician 

Affairs (CTA) and is a Councilor for the Pittsburgh Local Section.  Michelle previously served Secretary and 

Alternative Councilor for the Pittsburgh Section.   



 
Michael Mautino has worked for Bayer MaterialScience LLC for the past twenty four years. He began his 
career at Bayer as a chemical laboratory technician, later progressing to a chemist position, formulating 
polyurethane foam systems for a variety of applications. He developed a number of polyurethane systems 
that have been successfully commercialized and currently holds two patents in the area of polyurethane 
rigid foam insulation. After obtaining Bachelor of Science in Business Management from the University of 
Phoenix in 2004, Michael became a Marketing Representative at Bayer and for the past two years has been 
a Product Line Manager in Bayer’s Polyurethanes Regional Product Management Group 
 
Michael is an active member of the ACS at both the local and national levels. For the past 15 years he has 
developed and managed the Pittsburgh ACS’s community outreach activities into national ACS award 
winning programming, recognized for reaching out to the public to promote education and careers in the 
STEM areas. Under Michael’s guidance the Pittsburgh Section has won thirteen national ACS 
ChemLuminary awards for its National Chemistry Week (NCW) and Chemists Celebrate Earth Day (CCED) 
programs. Michael has served as a Pittsburgh ACS Councilor since 2003. In 2014 Michael was named the 
Pittsburgh ACS’s “Outreach Volunteer of the Year.”  
 
Nationally, Michael is a recognized leader in ACS community outreach initiatives and promoting the 
applied chemical technology profession. He was chair of the ACS’s Division of Chemical Technicians (2001-
02), chair of the Committee on Community Activities (2004-06), chair of the Committee on Technician 
Affairs (2007-09), and is currently serving a second term as an elected member of the national ACS’s 
Committee on Committees. He is proud of the ACS’s Chemists Celebrate Earth Day program, which 
celebrated its 10th anniversary in 2013 and in which all 189 local chapters of the ACS participate in…a 
program that was developed under his leadership as chair of the oversight committee. Due to his 
community outreach efforts and promotion of the applied chemical technology profession on a national 
level, Michael was named an ACS Fellow in 2010.  

 

Dr. Brian R. Strohmeier is employed as a Senior Applications Scientist for Surface Analysis Products at 

Thermo Fisher Scientific.  Brian has more than 30 years experience in the field of applied surface science.  

Before joining Thermo Fisher Scientific, he was previously employed in various research and/or managerial 

positions at RJ Lee Group, Inc., ION-TOF USA, the Department of Chemistry at the University of Pittsburgh, 

PPG Glass Technology Center, Alcoa Technical Center, and the Chemical Engineering Department at the 

University of Delaware.  Brian holds a Ph.D. degree in Analytical Chemistry from the University of 

Pittsburgh, an M.S. degree in Analytical Chemistry from Lehigh University, an M.A. degree in Business 

Leadership from Duquesne University, a B.S. degree in Chemistry from Delaware Valley College of Science 

and Agriculture, and an A.A. degree in Chemistry from Bucks County Community College.  

Dr. Strohmeier is the co-inventor of one patent and the author/co-author of 65 publications involving 

surface and microscopic characterization studies, as well as scientific leadership and management topics.  

He has also authored/co-authored more than 120 conference presentations (47 invited) and has served as 

an expert witness in litigation involving surface analysis methods.  Brian’s research interests involve 

applications of surface analytical and microscopic techniques for industrial problem solving, 

product/process development, and the characterization of complex materials.  His expertise includes X-ray 

photoelectron spectroscopy (XPS or ESCA), Auger electron spectroscopy (AES), secondary ion mass 

spectrometry (SIMS), scanning electron microscopy (SEM), energy dispersive X-ray spectroscopy (EDS), 

transmission electron microscopy (TEM), and various other spectroscopic techniques.  His technical 

experience includes the study of adhesion, corrosion, oxidation, and wetting phenomena; chemical and 

plasma modification of material surfaces; and the surface and microscopic characterization of asbestos 

and associated minerals, catalysts, ceramics, glass and fiberglass, metals, oxides, paints and organic 



coatings, polymers, semiconductors, and vacuum-deposited thin film materials. 

Brian is an active member of the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS), the 

American Chemical Society (ACS), The American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM), the American 

Vacuum Society (AVS), the Microanalysis Society (MAS), the PITTCON General Organizing Committee, the 

Society for Analytical Chemists of Pittsburgh (SACP), the Spectroscopy Society of Pittsburgh (SSP), and the 

Three Rivers Microscopy Society (3RMS).  Brian has Chaired and served on numerous Committees of the 

SACP and SSP since 1986.  He has also served on numerous Committees of the PITTCON General 

Organizing Committee since 1991 and has Chaired the Audio-Visual (1998), Activities (2000), Publicity 

(2002), and Program (2004) Committees.  He will serve as Chair of the PITTCON 2016 Registration 

Committee.  Since 2012, Brian has served as the Arrangements Secretary of the ASTM E42 Subcommittee 

on Surface Analysis and is also the current Chair of the E42 Honors and Awards Committee.  Brian was the 

Chair of the Pittsburgh Section ACS in 2001 and also previously served as interim Councilor in 2004.  He 

was a member of the 2003 ACS Central Regional Meeting (CERM) Program Committee.  He is currently a 

member of the 2014 ACS CERM Program Committee and is also the Exposition Co-Chair.  If elected 

Councilor, he would strive to advance the interests of the Pittsburgh Section and National ACS. 

Michelle Ward joined the Department of Chemistry at the University of Pittsburgh as a faculty member in 

the summer of 2009.  Michelle is an analytical lecturer and the coordinator for the Introductory Analytical 

Chemistry and Instrumental Analysis laboratory courses.  She was awarded the J. Kevin Scanlon Award for 

dedication in enhancing science education in 2011, the 2013 Students’ Choice Award from the University 

of Pittsburgh College of General Studies Student Government, and the 2013 Outstanding Service Award 

from University of Pittsburgh Department of Chemistry American Chemical Society Student Affiliates. 

Michelle received a B.S.Chem. in 1994 and a B.S.Ed. with credentials in secondary education in 1996, both 

from the University of North Dakota.  She taught high school chemistry in the greater Pittsburgh area, prior 

to enrolling in the graduate program at the University of Pittsburgh.  Michelle received a M.S. in 2003 and 

completed her Ph.D. in late 2008, under the direction of Professor Sanford Asher, working on the 

development of smart photonic crystal hydrogel materials. 

Michelle has been a member of the American Chemical Society since 2005 and became active in service to 

the local section in 2011.  Michelle served as the Pittsburgh Section Chair in 2012, was appointed to the 

ACS Society Committee on Education (SOCED) this year, and is currently serving as Program Co-Chair for 

the ACS 2014 Central Regional Meeting. Michelle founded the Greater Pittsburgh Area Women Chemists 

Committee (WCC) in 2011 and is serving as Chair of the group for the fourth year. 

Michelle is also an active member of both the SACP and SSP, serving multiple committees since joining the 

societies.  Michelle served as the 2013-2014 SACP Secretary and is currently serving as the 2014-2015 SACP 

Treasurer.  Committee assignments in the societies have included: ACS Graduate Student Summer 

Fellowship, College Chemistry Scholarships (Chair), College Equipment Grants, Continuing Education, 

December Meeting, Elementary School Science Education Award, Faraday Lecture, Financial Affairs, High 

School Equipment Grants, Junior Science Activities (Chair), Membership & Directory (Chair), National 

Chemistry Week (Chair-Elect), PITTCON Lectures (Chair-Elect), Publicity Committee (Chair), SSP Starter 

Grant, Student Affiliate, Summer Intern Program (Chair), Supplemental Program Development, Technical 

Program, Technology Forum, Tripartite, Undergraduate Analytical Research Grant (Chair), and 

Undergraduate Equipment Grant University of Pittsburgh (Chair).  Additionally, Michelle served as 

conference week staff for four years at PITTCON and became a member of the Pittsburgh Conference 



Committee in 2013. 

 

 


