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 This past week comprised many  "firsts" for me; my first time on an airplane, the first 
time I have ever been south of the Carolinas, but the biggest first was being at a national 
conference full of individuals who enjoy the same realms of the scientific world as me and being 
able to present research that I have done to them in an intellectual environment.  
 I was a part of the Undergraduate Symposium in a poster session.  A poster session is 
where a group of presenters hang their posters in one room and people may walk around to 
each person presenting and ask questions about their research.   I have been involved in many 
poster sessions throughout my undergraduate career, but none of this magnitude.  There were 
many presenters, but there were also a fair share of curious minds that would stop to chat.  It 
was a change of pace to talk to others who knew and understood what my research was about.  
The conversations were sometimes very informative for myself as some would have 
suggestions for my future work.  It was safe to say that I was a little nervous at first to present 
my work but I am very glad that I had the opportunity to do so.  Being able to talk to a vast 
group of chemists about research that I have done and am interested in doing was an 
experience like no other.  
 It was an amazing sight to walk in to the Dallas, TX convention center and see that the 
entire facility was filled with chemists; that the entire convention center was booked for this 
event.  There were so many things that one could do, it was extremely difficult to decide where 
I wanted to go.  It might have taken me longer to decide what talks to see than actually sitting 
through talks. The speaker that had intrigued me the most, surprisingly, did not talk much 
about chemistry  but more so on her time being the scientific advisor for the show "Breaking 
Bad."  The gist of the show is that the main character, Walter White, is a high school chemistry 
teacher who in lieu of a chronic sickness attempts to provide financial stability for his family by 
"cooking meth."   Donna Nelson's, the scientific advisor, job was to sift through the scripts and 
scenes to make sure the science behind everything was accurate, from his lectures in class to 
his rants about chemistry to his partner in crime. This was a volunteer position as well, which 
made this talk even more inspiring.  The reason she chose to do this was to bring accurate 
chemistry into the homes of many Americans.  This is a very intuitive means to expand the field 
of chemistry into the next generation.  There were many more speakers at the conference that 
I could easily talk about just the same, but that would make for a very long article to read. 
 All in all, I am very lucky to have obtained the opportunity to experience the American 
Chemical Society's National Conference in Dallas, Texas.   I would like to thank the ACS 
Pittsburgh Division for helping in funding my trip expenses to go the conference.  It would not 
have been possible without it. 
 





 


