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 During the four short days spent in Washington D.C. for the 254th American Chemical 
Society National Meeting and Exposition, I managed to discover new interests, find inspiration, 
and develop presentation skills. I am forever grateful for the opportunity provided by the 
Pittsburgh ACS Section Travel Grant. 

After becoming acquainted with the city, it was time to present my poster. My research 
focused on studying cherry cordials and their rate of liquefaction, which is related to the rate of 
sucrose inversion. I did not realize the size of the room that I would be presenting in or the 
number of people that would be interested in the topic. The audience questions made me think on 
the spot to provide answers, which is something I found valuable in developing strong 
communication skills. I was surprised to see other posters that focused on food as well. For 
example, some studied whisky flavors using GC-MS or the effect of pesticides on food. Two of 
my peers from Washington & Jefferson College presented on other candy research relating to 
taffy and caramels. There are endless options to pursue research projects not only on food but 
also other topics such as space, water, and batteries.  

One poster, in particular, captured my attention. It involved research from Quito, Ecuador 
regarding potable water. This research is especially important to me because during the spring 
semester of 2018, I will be studying abroad in Quito. I will be living amongst a host family and 
using their potable water. My goal has always been to mesh my two worlds of chemistry and 
Spanish and this researcher was doing just that. Seeing the poster and being able to ask questions 
has inspired me to try to find some sort of research I can pursue while in Ecuador.  

After the undergraduate poster presentation, I joined several other students to explore the 
city. Before this August, I had never visited our country’s capital. For the first time, I saw the 
White House, the famed Lincoln Memorial, and other noteworthy sites. During this time of great 
political changes, it was moving to see people rally for subjects they are passionate about and to 
be a part of that experience. One site I was not expecting to enjoy so much was the Air and 
Space Museum. I have always overlooked science concerning space because it was so hard for 
me to comprehend. Some information I learned from the NASA representatives concerned dark 
matter and the solar eclipse. My newfound curiosity of space took off when I found out the 
timing of the conference was in line with the solar eclipse. Even more “space talk” was brought 
up at the conference with research that focused on the conversion of carbon dioxide into oxygen 
using catalysts. New expeditions are uncovering new problems and therefore opportunities to 
pursue research to find solutions.  

Another interesting part of the trip was when we all made our way down to the 
Exposition. There, we found many industrial representatives for instruments I had never seen and 
organizations I had not known about. Each one of us found a booth that suited our interests. My 
favorite booth was for the organization, WISDOM. The acronym stands for Women In Science 
Demonstrating Outstanding Merits. Talking to this group gave me an extra push to inspire other 
women in STEM fields to also pursue their goals. I am so thankful for the help of the Pittsburgh 
section of the American Chemical Society in making my first ACS Conference possible. I feel 
that with these experiences, I am becoming a well-rounded scientist.  



 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   


