
        September 15, 2013 
 
Report on: ACS Fall 2013 NATIONAL MEETING – Indianapolis, Indiana 
 
Three of ACS Pittsburgh Section Councilors were in attendance at Indianapolis, Indiana. 
 
The meeting attracted approximately 10,800 attendees and an exposition of 361 booths. 
  
The Pittsburgh Section received the Outstanding Local Section Award for 2012 at the 
Luminary Awards Reception. Also, the Pittsburgh Section received a Luminary Award 
for Sustainability. Congratulations to Michelle Ward and the officers, directors, and 
Councilors, and members of the Pittsburgh Section for an outstanding year of 
accomplishments. 
 
The Candidates for President- Elect, 2014 are: 
 Dr. G. Bryan Balazs, Associate Leader. Lawrence Livermore National Lab, CA 
 Dr. Charles E. Kolb, Jr., President and CEO, Aerodyne Research Inc., Billerica, 
 MA. 
 Dr. Diane Grob Schmidt, Section Head R&D, The Procter and Gamble Company, 
 Cincinnati, OH. 
 
 The Candidates for  District II (2014-2016) are: George M. Bodner and Alan A. Hazari. 
Ballots will be mailed on or before October 10th to all ACS members in District II. 
 
 The Candidates for Directors-at-Large for a 2014-2016 term: Susan B. Butts, Thom H. 
Dunning, Jr., Dorothy J. Phillips, and Kathleen M. Schulz. The election of two Directors-
at-Large from among those candidates will be conducted in the fall. Ballots will be 
mailed to the Council on or before October 10. 
 
The Council elected Harmon B. Abrahamson, Arindam Bose, Judith H. Cohen, Alan M. 
Ehrlich and Angela K. Wilson for membership on the Council Policy Committee for the 
2014-2016 term. 
 
The Council elected Janet L Bryant, Dee Ann Casteel, Amber S. Hinkle, Wayne E. Jones, 
Jr., and V. Michael Mautino for the 2014-2016 term. Congratulations Mike Mautino. 
 
The Council elected Lisa M. Balbes, Jeanette E. Brown, Martha L. Casey, D. Richard 
Cobb, and Lissa Dulany for the 2014-2016 term. 
 
As part of a regular performance review, the Council voted unanimously to continue the 
joint Board-Council Committee on International Activities and the Council Other 
Committee on Nomenclature, Terminology and Symbols. Continuation of the Committee 
on International Activities also requires Board concurrence. 
 
The Council voted to approve amendments to the charters of the committees on 
International Activities and on Nomenclature, Terminology and Symbols. 



 
The Committee on Meetings & Expositions reported that the total meeting registration 
was 10,840.  Of these, 6,683 were regular registrations, 878 were exhibitors, 2,610 were 
students, 417 were exposition only, and 252 guests. The exposition had 361 booths with 
229 companies. The meeting had over 6,684 papers presented. 
 
The Committee on Economic and Professional Affairs reported that employment is up 
and unemployment is down for ACS chemists. The complete review of the 
Comprehensive Salary Survey is in the September 23rd issue of C&EN. 
 
The Council voted to approve a proposal by the Committee on Nominations and 
Elections to realign six electoral districts. The realignment meets the specified criteria for 
redistricting as required by Bylaw V, Section 4a and brings all six districts within 
permissible population range. This change takes place in 2014 and does not affect the 
2013 national ACS elections. The N&E website explains the actual proposal and its 
impact. 
 
The Council voted, on the recommendation of the Committee on Local Section Activities 
(LSAC). to approve a request from the Syracuse Local Section to change its name to the 
Central New York Local Section. Council also approved a recommendation from LSAC 
that the Monmouth County Local Section (in New Jersey) be dissolved. Effective January 
1, 2014, due to a decline in activity over the last several years. The North Jersey Local 
Section has contacted LSAC and will submit a petition in 2014 to annex the Monmouth 
County territory. 
 
After much debate, a proposed name change for the Division of Colloid and Surface 
Chemistry to the Division of Colloids, Surfaces and Nanomaterials was defeated by the 
Council in a close vote. 
 
A special discussion item was put on the Council agenda for this meeting. ACS President 
Marinda Li Wu presented and moderated a discussion on “What can we - as the Society 
and as individual citizens- do to help create jobs or demand for chemists?”  She shared 
five recommendations from the presidential task force  “Vision 2025: Helping ACS 
Members to Thrive in the Global Chemistry Enterprise” and what they might imply for 
our efforts to help create jobs: discover and share information about skills and 
competencies that a wide range of employers will need; continue to expand resources 
which help our members to position themselves for successful careers in the global 
chemistry enterprise; enable entrepreneurs to create and strengthen their startups that hire 
chemistry professionals; advocate for policies that improve the business climate and 
promote the creation of chemistry jobs; and work with other stakeholders to understand 
and influence the supply and demand of chemists and jobs. Following the presentation, 
numerous Councilors engaged in a robust discussion of this focused topic on possibilities 
to encourage jobs creation and offered several suggestions.  
 
On the recommendation of the Committee on Budget and Finance (B&F), the Board 
voted to approve an advance member registration fee of $380 for the national meetings 



held in 2014. The Board also voted to reauthorize funding in next year’s proposed budget 
for the ACS International Center, and the ACS Entrepreneurial Initiative, and to authorize 
funding for a new initiative, the National Association of Chemistry Teachers (NACT). 
This association will be an ACS program to provide teachers a professional home. 
Through NACT they will have access to specialized resources and the broader ACS 
community. 
 
 
 
     Respectfully submitted,    
     Richard S. Danchik (Author) 
     Michelle Coffman 
     Mike Mautino 
      
      
 
    Pittsburgh Section Councilors      
            
                                               
 
   
 
 


